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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must 
show every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the image 
data output key must be shown or the feature canceled from the claim. No new 
matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet 
should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of 
an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is 
to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement 
sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and 
appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to 
show the renumbering of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) 
should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 
1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes 
are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase "a 
function key including an image data output key which is" should be changed to 
read "a function key which is". Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word 
"includes" should be changed to read "such as". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

4. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word 
"includes" should be changed to read "such as". Appropriate correction is 
required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 

which applicant regards as the invention. A function key and an image data 

output key are both claimed. With respect to the function key, it is unclear 

whether the function key is actually a "key", or a "section of a panel" that includes 

keys and is not pressed. It is unclear as to whether these two keys (function key 

and image data output key) are pressed together with the user key to effect claim 

1 . In addition, it is unclear as to whether the function key 22 is actually pressed. 
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6. Claim 3 recites the limitation "the mail function key" in line 5 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

7. Claim 4 recites the limitation "the mail function key" in line 5 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

8. Claim 5 recites the limitation "the same" in line 3 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

9. Claim 6 recites the limitation "the same" in line 3 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

10. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Wakabayashi (US Pat. Pub. 2001/0055127 A1). With respect to claim 1, 
Wakabayashi discloses alphabets and symbols relating to the user ID and 
password are inputted using the plurality of one-touch buttons 507 of the 
panel control section shown in FIG. 4 (para 93, lines 3-5), which reads on 
a user key in correspondence to which a mail address of each user is 



registered; and 
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the POP access section 601 receives the email message from the mailbox 
of this user ID (para 67, lines 7-8), thereafter, the Base64 decode section 602, 
which has received the above instruction, reads out an attached file part of the e- 
mail message from the reception memory (para 69, lines 1-3), which reads on a 
function key including an image data output key which is pressed together with 
the user key to read out image data converted from electronic mail data of an 
electronic mail which was sent to the user's mail address. 

With respect to claim 2, Wakabayashi discloses panel control section 33 
receives operations done by an operator such as inputs of telephone number, e- 
mail address (para 42, lines 1-2), which reads on the function key includes a mail 
transmission key for setting the mail address registered in correspondence to the 
user key, to the electronic mail and transmitting the same, by being pressed 
together with the user key. 

With respect to claim 3, Wakabayashi discloses the number of e-mail 
messages and message information of, for example, sender are outputted (para 
90, lines 6-7), which reads on the function key includes a mail confirmation key 
for displaying the number of mails reaching the mail address registered in 
correspondence to the user key which has been pressed together with the mail 
function key. 

With respect to claim 4, Wakabayashi discloses the number of e-mail 
messages and message information of, for example, sender are outputted (para 
90, lines 6-7), which reads on the function key includes a mail confirmation key 
for displaying the number of mails reaching the mail address registered in 
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correspondence to the user key which has been pressed together with the mail 
function key. 

With respect to claim 5, Wakabayashi discloses the number of e-mail 
messages and message information of, for example, sender are outputted (para 
90, lines 6-7), which reads on the function key includes a mail confirmation key 
for displaying the number of mails reaching the mail address registered in 
correspondence to the user key which has been pressed together with the mail 
function key. 

With respect to claim 6, Wakabayashi discloses the number of e-mail 
messages and message information of, for example, sender are outputted (para 
90, lines 6-7), which reads on the function key includes a mail confirmation key 
for displaying the number of mails reaching the mail address registered in 
correspondence to the user key which has been pressed together with the mail 
function key. 

With respect to claim 7, Wakabayashi discloses a panel control section 33 
receives operations done by an operator such as input of e-mail address (para 
42, lines 1-2). It is inherent that this information would be attached to the header 
of the email message, which reads on wherein in correspondence to each user 
key, signature data of the corresponding user is registered, and when the user 
key is pressed at a time of transmission of an electronic mail, the electronic mail 
is transmitted after the signature data registered in correspondence to the user 
key is added to the electronic mail data. 

With respect to claim 8, Wakabayashi discloses a panel control section 33 
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receives operations done by an operator such as input of e-mail address (para 
42, lines 1-2). It is inherent that this information would be attached to the header 
of the email message, which reads on wherein in correspondence to each user 
key, signature data of the corresponding user is registered, and when the user 
key is pressed at a time of transmission of an electronic mail, the electronic mail 
is transmitted after the signature data registered in correspondence to the user 
key is added to the electronic mail data. 

With respect to claim 9, Wakabayashi discloses a panel control section 33 
receives operations done by an operator such as input of e-mail address (para 
42, lines 1-2). It is inherent that this information would be attached to the header 
of the email message, which reads on wherein in correspondence to each user 
key, signature data of the corresponding user is registered, and when the user 
key is pressed at a time of transmission of an electronic mail, the electronic mail 
is transmitted after the signature data registered in correspondence to the user 
key is added to the electronic mail data. 

With respect to claim 10, Wakabayashi discloses a panel control section 
33 receives operations done by an operator such as input of e-mail address 
(para 42, lines 1-2). It is inherent that this information would be attached to the 
header of the email message, which reads on wherein in correspondence to 
each user key, signature data of the corresponding user is registered, and when 
the user key is pressed at a time of transmission of an electronic mail, the 
electronic mail is transmitted after the signature data registered in 
correspondence to the user key is added to the electronic mail data. 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Wakabayashi discloses a panel control section 
33 receives operations done by an operator such as input of e-mail address 
(para 42, lines 1-2). It is inherent that this information would be attached to the 
header of the email message, which reads on wherein in correspondence to 
each user key, signature data of the corresponding user is registered, and when 
the user key is pressed at a time of transmission of an electronic mail, the 
electronic mail is transmitted after the signature data registered in 
correspondence to the user key is added to the electronic mail data. 

With respect to claim 12, Wakabayashi discloses a panel control section 
33 receives operations done by an operator such as input of e-mail address 
(para 42, lines 1-2). It is inherent that this information would be attached to the 
header of the email message, which reads on wherein in correspondence to 
each user key, signature data of the corresponding user is registered, and when 
the user key is pressed at a time of transmission of an electronic mail, the 
electronic mail is transmitted after the signature data registered in 
correspondence to the user key is added to the electronic mail data. 

With respect to claim 13, Wakabayashi discloses a panel control section 
33 receives operations done by an operator such as inputs of user ID, password 
and an instruction of transmission starting (para 42, lines 1-4), which reads on 
only in the case where a pass code which is inputted along with pressing the 
user key coincides with the pass code registered in correspondence to the user 
key, transmission of the electronic mail is enabled. 

With respect to claim 14, Wakabayashi discloses a panel control section 
33 receives operations done by an operator such as inputs of user ID, password 



Application/Control Number: 09/769,512 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2626 

and an instruction of transmission starting (para 42, lines 1-4), which reads on 
only in the case where a pass code which is inputted along with pressing the 
user key coincides with the pass code registered in correspondence to the user 
key, transmission of the electronic mail is enabled. 

With respect to claim 1 5, Wakabayashi discloses the number of e-mail 
messages and message information of, for example, sender are outputted (para 
90, lines 6-7), which reads on a function for periodically displaying number of 
electronic mails reaching each user. 

With respect to claim 16, Wakabayashi discloses the number of 
e-mail messages, senders, sending date and time are listed in a reception list 
1301 on a user-by-user basis. Though the reception list of all users is 
continuously printed in this example, the reception list may be printed on a 
separate sheet on a user-by-user basis (para 89, lines 5-9 (and see Figs. 12 and 
13 which read on the communication table)), which reads on a function for 
storing a combination of a pressed user key and a pressed function key and 
thereby preparing a communication table indicating communication information 
for each user. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is 
703-305-8733. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached at 703-305-4863. The 
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fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)305-3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 
or Faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only ). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Crystal Park II 
2121 Crystal Drive 

Arlington, VA Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 




TJL MARK WALLERSON 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 




